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This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
Nov. 3, 1995
ROE V. WADE ATTORNEY TO SPEAK AT UM
MISSOULA Sarah Weddington, the Texas attorney who successfully argued for abortion rights in the
landmark Supreme Court case Roe v. Wade, will speak at the University of Montana—Missoula
law school Tuesday afternoon, Nov. 14.
Weddington’s free public lecture, "Roe v. Wade: Past & Future," will begin at 3 p.m . in
Room 204 of the law school. It will be followed at 4 p.m. by a reception and book-signing in the
law library.
The Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade ruling Jan. 22, 1973, reportedly made Weddington the
youngest woman ever to win a case in the U.S. Supreme Court.
"She was 26 when she argued the case, and it was her first appellate argument," said UM
law assistant professor Sally Weaver. "And even after she argued and won one of the most
important cases decided by the Supreme Court, she didn’t just sit back and rest on her laurels."
Now in private practice in Austin, Texas, Weddington served three terms in the Texas
House of Representatives before going to Washington, D .C ., in 1977 as general counsel for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. From 1978 to 1981 she served as an assistant to President
Jimmy Carter, directing the administration’s work on women’s issues.
Her first book, 1992’s "A Question of Choice," is a 25-year history of the abortion issue.
Her second book, in progress, focuses on women and leadership.
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In addition to her law practice, Weddington teaches part-time at the University of Texas at
Austin in the departments of government and American studies.
She graduated from the University of Texas School of Law in 1967. From 1967 to 1968
she was the assistant reporter for the American Bar Foundation committee that wrote the Code of
Professional Responsibility later adopted by the American Bar Association and almost every state
bar organization.
Her honors include the National Council of Jewish Women’s "Woman Who Dares Award"
in 1993 and the "Woman of Distinction Award" from the National Conference for College Woman
Student Leaders. Time magazine named her an "Outstanding Young American Leader," and
Esquire magazine recognized her as an "American Under 40 Making Things Happen."
Weddington’s lecture is sponsored by the UM School of Law, W omen’s Law Caucus and
Women’s Studies Program.
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Contact: Sarah Weddington, (512) 478-7163; Sally Weaver, 243-6141; law and women’s studies
Professor Bari Burke, 243-4252.
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